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tural venture afforded him an opportunity to experiment
with philanthropic and industrial education.
Toward the end of 1774 Pestalozzi took into his home
some twenty of the most needy children he could find.
These he fed, clothed, and treated as his own. He gave
the boys practical instruction in farming and gardening
on small tracts, and had the girls trained in domestic
duties and needlework. In bad weather both sexes gave
their time to spinning and weaving cotton. They were
also trained in the rudiments, but were practiced in con-
versing and in memorizing the Bible before learning to
read and write. The scholastic instruction was given
very largely while they were working, and, although
Pestalozzi had not as yet learned to make any direct
connection between the occupational and the formal ele-
ments, this first attempt at an industrial education made
it evident that the two could be combined. Within a
few months there was a striking improvement in the
physique, dexterity, minds, and morals of the children.
While the unpractical nature of Pestalozzi soon reduced
him to bankruptcy, and the experiment at Neuhof had
to be closed within six years, he was there enabled to
embody his thoughts on education in the form of a
popular story known as Leonard and Gertrude (1781).
In this work, "Gertrude," a simple peasant woman,
reforms her drunkard husband, educates her children,
and causes the whole community to adopt her methods.
When finally a wise schoolmaster comes to the village,
he learns from Gertrude the proper conduct of the school
and begs for her continued co-operation. Then the gov-
ernment becomes interested, studies the improvements
that have taken place, and concludes that the whole
country can be reformed in no better way.